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Abstract

The current study aims to review the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in preschoolers in Turkey. In
the study, document analysis was employed as a qualitative research method. The sampling was determined
based on the criteria that the studies were focused on the pre-school period only, there was no interval between
the years of the study, and the full texts of the studies were included in the Council of Higher Education Thesis
Center. Nine postgraduate studies that were conducted in the preschool period were included in the sample.
Results show that most of the postgraduate studies were master’s theses and most of the studies utilized
quantitative methods as research designs. The studies were mostly conducted in educational sciences institutes
and children made up the majority of the participants in these studies. The results showed that the first research
on the subject was completed in 2005 and there was only one study in the years 2010, 2012, 2017, and 2022,
There were two studies regarding the learning disability in 2018 and 2019. It can be said that learning disability
studies needs more attention in preschool age.

Keywords: Preschool period, learning disability, postgraduate study.

Introduction

The word learning disability was first used officially in Turkey in 1975; Individuals with learning
difficulties were examined in two categories, those with other learning difficulties and those with
cultural deprivation (Gorgiin, & Melekoglu, 2019). Learning difficulties were handled under a single title
after 1985 and many definitions of learning disabilities were made over time. Ministry of National
Education [MoNE] (2006) defines individuals with learning disabilities as “...individuals who need
special education and support education services due to difficulties in listening, speaking, writing,
spelling, concentrating or performing mathematical operations”. Learning difficulties with the use of
academic skills can be observed clearly in formal education processes. According to the research, the
most common symptoms of learning difficulties in the preschool period are spatial-temporal, visual,
auditory, and tactile processes and defects expressed in motor and balance control (Aslan, 2015). In
addition, exhibiting skills behind their peers in fulfilling developmental tasks, and having skills at the
level of children who are a few years younger than the development of their age group can be expressed
as early signs of learning disability. The existence of these imperfections provides an opportunity to be
aware of learning difficulties in the early stages. It is stated that although some individuals with learning
disabilities have normal and above-normal intelligence, they often exhibit lower academic performance
in school compared to their existing intelligence potential (Vocational Education and Training System
Strengthening Project [MEGEP], 2014).

Speech and language problems in the preschool period, and literacy problems in primary school
education are considered learning difficulties. Especially in the years after the 3rd grade of primary
school, literacy problems affect learning in different academic subjects (Deveci & Kog, 2020). Today, the
diagnosis of a learning disability is often made in the first or higher grades in primary school. However,
it is possible to see the symptoms of learning difficulties in preschool years. Some developmental
characteristics or skills observed in the preschool period can predict the possibility of learning
difficulties in the future (Demir, 2005). Learning difficulties that cannot be noticed in the preschool
period indicate significant differences in children’s academic performance compared to their peers and
mental retardation. International studies on learning disabilities have shown that individuals diagnosed
with learning disabilities in adulthood were shown to have learning disabilities for many years (Rodis,
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Garrot & Boscardin, 2001 as cited in Akdemir, 2018). For this reason, it is possible to help these
individuals as early as possible by recognizing learning disabilities at an early age and taking
precautions accordingly. For this, the preschool period is very important.

A review of the literature shows that there are several studies that focus on learning disabilities.
In their study, Deveci and Ko¢ (2020) comparatively examined national and international articles
published between 2015-2019, on learning disabilities. In the study conducted by Ari, Yikmis, and
Ozokgu (2019), experimental dissertations in Turkey on learning disabilities were examined. In the
study conducted by Ozkardes (2012a), a descriptive analysis of the studies on special learning
disabilities in Turkey was made. The study by Ozkardes, (2012b) aimed to evaluate the applications for
special learning disabilities in Turkey and to determine what should be done in the light of these
applications. ilker and Melekoglu (2017) reviewed the studies on the writing skills of students with
learning difficulties in primary school. Similarly, Gérgliin and Melekoglu (2019) made a review the
studies on special learning disabilities in Turkey. It seems that there are currently no reviews examining
the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in preschool years. A comprehensive examination of
postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period is important in terms of filling this
gap in the field and guiding future studies on the subject. In line with this purpose, the researchers seek
the answers to the following questions:

1. What is the distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period by universities?

2. What is the distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period by years?

3. What are the distribution of the preferred methods in postgraduate studies on learning
disabilities in the preschool period and the distribution of the postgraduate level of the studies?

4. What is the distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period by research design used?

5. What is the sample distribution of graduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period?

6. What is the distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period by the methods used in sample selection?

7. What is the distribution of data collection tools used in postgraduate studies on learning
disabilities in the preschool period?

8. What is the distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period by institutes?

9. What is the distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period by department?

10. For what purpose have postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period
been conducted?

11. What is the distribution of the participants in the postgraduate studies on learning
disabilities in the preschool period by age?

12. What are the demographic (gender, etc.) characteristics of the participants in the
postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period?

13. How is learning disability expressed in postgraduate studies on learning disability in the
preschool period?
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Method
Research Model

The current study aims to examine the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in preschool
years with a descriptive research design, which is one of the screening models. Descriptive models are
employed to describe the situation in which the research takes place as it is (Akgiin, Biiyiikoztiirk,
Demirel, Karadeniz, & Kili¢ Cakmak, 2015). The document analysis technique was used to examine the
postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period. Materials related to the subjects
are examined in the document analysis technique (Merriam, 2013).

Research Data Collection

One of the criteria for the inclusion of a study was that the study related to learning disabilities
in the preschool period should be accessible with full text and written in Turkish. There was no
limitation for the time range. All postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period
were included. However, the first study on the subject dates to 2005, and the last one to 2022. The

nmon non

keywords used for the search were "learning disability", "specific learning disability", "specific learning
disability", "learning disability", "specific learning disability", "preschool”, and "kindergarten/school"
were searched and a total of 9 postgraduate studies that met the specified criteria were included in the
study. The postgraduate studies that were eligible for the purpose of the study on learning disabilities
in the preschool period were downloaded by the researcher. The Publication Classification Form
developed by Goktas et al. (2012) was also used in the evaluation of the downloaded postgraduate
studies. The first section of the form aims to collect information about the selected study, and the next
part focuses on the method, sample information, and data collection tools. The researchers also collected

other data using some categories.

Data Analysis

The researchers entered the keywords “learning disability”, “specific learning disability”,
“special learning disability”, “learning disorder”, and “specific learning disability” on the website of the
Higher Education Council Thesis Center. and “preschool”, and “kindergarten/school” keywords were
searched separately for the data collection. The researchers examined the consistency between the
studies included to contribute to the validity and reliability of the research. Content analysis was used
for the data. In content analysis, the data obtained are organized according to the determined categories
(Merriam, 2013). The frequencies and percentages were calculated with the content analysis technique.

Ethical Permits of Research
In this study, all the rules within the scope of the "Higher Education Institutions Scientific
Research and Publication Ethics Directive" were followed. None of the actions specified under the

heading "Actions Contrary to Scientific Research and Publication Ethics", which is the second part of the
directive, were performed.

Ethics Committee Permission Information:

This study is within the scope of activities that do not require ethical permission.
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Findings

This study aims to investigate the postgraduate studies in Turkey on learning disabilities in the
preschool period. Therefore, the distribution of the studies retrieved from the National Thesis Center.
of the Council of Higher Education based on some variables is presented in this section.

Universities where Postgraduate Studies on Learning Disabilities in Preschool
Period are Carried Out

The distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period by the
university is shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period by the university

Universities Where Theses Are Written Frequency Percentage
Gazi University 1 11,1
Anadolu University 1 11,1
Marmara University 2 22,2
Istanbul University 1 11,1
Ankara University 1 11,1
Trakya University 1 11,1
Okan University 1 11,1
Yildiz Technical University 1 11,2
Total 9 100

Table 1, which gives the distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the
preschool period by universities, shows that postgraduate studies with learning disabilities in the
preschool period were conducted in 8 universities. The studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period are mostly done at Marmara University (n=2), and one study from each of the other universities
above, which are Gazi University, Anadolu University, Ankara University, Trakya University, Istanbul
University, Okan University, and Yildiz Technical University.

Distribution of Postgraduate Studies on Learning Disabilities in Preschool Period
by Year

The distribution of graduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period by year is
shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in preschool period by year

Year Frequency Percentage
2005 1 11,1
2010 1 11,1
2012 1 11,1
2017 1 11,1
2018 2 22,2
2019 2 22,2
2022 1 11,2
Total 9 100

Table 2, where the distribution of graduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period is given by years, shows that the first graduate study on learning disabilities in the preschool
period was conducted in 2005. Also, most of the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the
preschool period (n=2) were conducted in 2018 and 2019. For 2005, 2010, 2012, 2017, and 2022, there
was only one study completed in each year.
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Distribution of the Preferred Research Design and Thesis Type in Postgraduate
Studies on Learning Disabilities in Preschool Period

The distribution of the preferred research designs and thesis types in postgraduate studies on
learning disabilities in the preschool period is given in Table 3.

Table 3. Distribution of preferred research designs in postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period and the types of theses

Type of Thesis Research Method Frequency Percentage
Master's Degree gﬁzﬁt:g‘t,i:e g gg:g
Doctorate Sﬁiﬁiﬁﬁie 1 11,1
Expertise in medicine SEZEEiggie 1 112
Total 9 100

Table 3, which gives the distribution of the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the
preschool period according to the preferred research designs and thesis types, shows that most of the
postgraduate studies on the subject are quantitative (n=7), 5 of them are at the master's level, and there
is one thesis at the doctoral level and one thesis as a specialization thesis in medicine. It is seen that
there are 2 studies in which the qualitative method is used for the investigation of the subject, and these
studies are at the graduate level.

Distribution of Postgraduate Studies on Learning Disabilities in PreSchool Period
by the Designs Used

The distribution of graduate studies on learning disabilities es in the preschool period by the
designs used is shown in Table 4.

Table 4. Distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities es in the preschool period by the designs used

Designs Used Frequency Percentage
Phenomenological Design 2 22,2
Experimental Design 2 22,2
Relational Screening Design 5 55,6
Total 8 100

Table 4 shows that the designs in graduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period are relational scanning model (n=6), phenomenological design (n=2), and experimental design.

Distribution of Postgraduate Studies on Learning Disabilities in Preschool Period
by Samples

The distribution of the type of participants in the graduate studies on learning disabilities in
the preschool period is given in Table 5.

Table 5. Distribution of graduate studies on learning disability in preschool period by sample

Sample Frequency Percentage
Families and Teachers 1 11,1
Children 4 444
Teachers 2 22,2
Families, Teachers, and Children 1 11,1
Children and Families 1 11,2
Total 8 100
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Table 5 shows that the samples were composed of children in 4 of the graduate studies on
learning disabilities in the preschool period whereas only one study included families, teachers, and
children as participants. Only one study was carried out with teachers while 2 studies focused on
families and teachers as participants. Children and families together participated only in 1 study.

Distribution of Postgraduate Studies on Learning Disabilities in Preschool Period
by Sampling Method

The distribution of graduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period by sampling
the methods is given in Table 6.

Table 6. Distribution of graduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period by the sampling methods

Sampling Methods Frequency Percentage
Purposeful Sampling 5 55,5
Random 2 22,2
Simple Random Sampling 2 22,3
Total 9 100

Table 6 shows that purposive sampling, random, and simple random sampling methods were
preferred in 5 studies for recruiting the participants of the graduate studies on learning disabilities in
the preschool period while simple random sampling method was used in 2 studies.

Distribution of Data Collection Tools Used in Postgraduate Studies on Learning
Disabilities in Preschool Period

The distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period by data
collection tools is given in Table 7.

Table 7. Distribution of data collection tools used in postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period

Data Collection Tools Frequency Percentage
Scales 7 77,7
Interviews 2 22,3
Total 9 100

Table 7 shows that scales (n=7) were the most preferred tools for data collection in the
postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period, and interview questions were used
in 2 studies only.

Distribution of Postgraduate Studies on Learning Disabilities in Preschool Period
by Institute

The distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period by
institutes is given in Table 8.

Table 8. Distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in preschool period by institutes

Institutes Frequency Percentage
Educational Sciences 4 44,4
Social Sciences 3 33,3
Health Sciences 1 11,1
Medical School 1 11,2
Total 9 100

When Table 8 shows that the postgraduate studies on the subject were mostly done in the
Institute of educational sciences (n=4) followed by the Institute of social sciences (n=3). The rest of the
studies were conducted in the Institute of health sciences (n=1) and medical faculty (n=1).
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Distribution of Postgraduate Studies Related to Learning Disabilities in Preschool
Period by Departments and Programs

The distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period by

departments and programs is given in Table 9.

Table 9. Distribution of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in preschool period by departments and

programs
Department / Program Frequency Percentage
Special Education/ Intellectually Disabled Education Program 2 22,2
Basic Education / Preschool Program 3 33,3
Special Education/ Education of Intellectually Disabled Program 1 11,1
Family Health / Mother-Child Healthcare 1 11,1
Art and Design Major Art/ Art and Design 1 11,1
Child and Adolescent Mental Health and Diseases 1 11,2
Total 9 100

Table 9 shows that there are 3 graduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool

program, 3 in the Department of Special Education, 3 in the Department of Basic Education, and 3 in the

Department of Family Health. It is seen that there is 1 in Art Design and the Department of Art, and 1 in

the Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Diseases. Three of the postgraduate studies on

learning disability in the preschool period were carried out in the Preschool Department, 2 in the

Department of Intellectually Disabled Education, and 1 study was carried out in the Department of
Education for the Intellectually Disabled, Mother Child Health and Art and Design.

Purposes of Postgraduate Studies on Learning Disabilities in Preschool Period

Information on the purpose of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period is given in Table 10.

Table 10. Purposes of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period

Author
Acikgoz
(2019)
Aydemir
Pak (2018)
Dogan
(2012)
Demir
(2005)
Cetin Kazak
(2019)

Giirel
(2018)
Oral (2017)

Ozbey
(2010)

Ertas
(2022)

Purpose of the Study

The study aims to determine the characteristics of kindergarten children who are at risk of
learning difficulties based on parent and teacher reports.

The study aims to reveal the opinions of preschool teachers residing in Istanbul on learning
disabilities.

The study was conducted to examine the effectiveness of the early intervention education
program for 5-6-year-old children at risk of special learning difficulties.

The study aims to determine the special learning disability in preschool and primary school
students in order to contribute to the early diagnosis of children with learning disabilities.

The study aimed to determine the prevalence and symptoms of specific learning difficulties
(SLD) in preschool children; In addition, it was carried out with the aim of pioneering the
development of new scales for early diagnosis by predicting the difficulties they may experience
in reading, writing, and mathematics in academic life.

The study was conducted to investigate whether the Early Literacy Test scores (EROT) of
preschool children who are known to be in the risk group for special learning disorders in
Turkey, who have speech disorders, or who have a family history of special learning disorders,
are different from the control group and each other.

The study was conducted with the aim of developing a valid and reliable tool for screening
"specific learning disorders" for 60-72 months old children.

The study was conducted with the aim of examining the effects of music on preschool education
and school-age mental development, learning, and cognitive performance by explaining the
general benefits of music in the development and learning process.

The study was conducted to determine the knowledge levels of preschool teachers about
learning disabilities.
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Distribution of Participants by Age in Postgraduate Studies on Learning
Disabilities in Preschool Period

The distribution of the participants of the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the
preschool period by age is given in Table 11.

Table 11. Distribution of participants by age in postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period

Age Frequency Percentage
4-5 1 11,1
5-6 4 44,4
5-7 1 11,1
6 1 11,1
24 and above 2 22,3
Total 9 100

Table 11 shows that the participants’ age ranged between 5-7 in most of the studies. There are
2 studies in which the participants were 24 years old and above. The number of studies in which
participants were 6, 4-5, and 5-7 was one.

Distribution of the Gender and Number of Participants in Postgraduate Studies on
Learning Disabilities in Preschool Period

Table 12 shows the distribution of the participants of the graduate studies on learning
disabilities in the preschool period by gender and age.

Table 12. Distribution of participants by gender and number in postgraduate studies on learning disability in the
preschool period

Gender Number Percentage
Female 376 51,57
Male 353 48,43
Total 729 100

Table 12 shows that a total of 729 participants were included in the postgraduate studies
about learning disabilities in the preschool period. 376 of these participants were females, and 353 of
the participants were males.

Distribution of Learning Disabilities by the Way They are Expressed in
Postgraduate Studies on Learning Disabilities in Preschool Period

Table 13 gives data on how learning disability is expressed in postgraduate studies on learning
disability in the preschool period.

Table 13. Distribution of learning disabilities by the way they are expressed in postgraduate studies on learning
disabilities in the preschool period

Expression Frequency Percentage
Learning Disabilities 5 55,5
Special Learning Disability 1 11,1
Specific Learning Disability 1 11,1
Specific Learning Disorder 1 11,1
Special Learning Disorder 1 11,2
Total 9 100
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Table 13 shows that the phrase “learning disability” was used in 5 of the postgraduate studies
on learning disabilities in the preschool period. “Specific Learning Disability (n=1)", “Special Learning
Disability (n=1)", “Specific Learning Disorder (n=1)", and “Special Learning Disorder (n=1)" phrases

were also used.
Discussion and Conclusion

In this study, which was conducted to examine the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities
in the preschool period, the age, gender, and number of participants, the distribution of the studies by
universities es, and the distribution of the studies by years were examined. In addition, the methods
used in these studies, the institutes where the studies were conducted, the departments and branches
of science in which the studies were conducted, the data collection tools, the terms used to express
learning disability, the type of studies, sampling methods, the aims of the studies, the research designs
used in the studies were analyzed.

Results show that the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period were
carried out in 8 different universities. It has been observed that most of the studies on learning
disabilities in the preschool period were carried out at Marmara University. There was one study from
the other universities each (Gazi University, Anadolu University, Ankara University, Trakya University,
Istanbul University, Okan University, and Yildiz Technical University). These studies on learning
disabilities in the preschool period were carried out in a few universities in Turkey and this may be due
to the fact that not all universities offer postgraduate programs in the fields of preschool and special
education.

The first postgraduate study on learning disabilities in the preschool period was done in 2005.
However, most of the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period were carried
outin 2018 and 2019, which shows that the number of postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in
the preschool period has increased in recent years. The lack of postgraduate studies on the subject
before 2005 might be due to the lack of awareness about learning disabilities in preschool.

Results show that most of the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool
period are quantitative, 5 of them are at the master's level, 1 is at the doctoral level and 1 is as a
specialization in medicine thesis whereas 2 of the studies employed qualitative methods and these
studies were at the master's level. Similar to the findings of Ozkardes, (2012a) and Ari, Yikmis, and
Ozokgu (2019), most studies on the subject included in this study were at the master's level and the
number of postgraduate studies conducted at the doctorate level and medical specialization level was
less. This suggests that the number of doctoral studies which investigates the topic from various
perspectives and in depth is less the number of master’s theses.

In the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period, the most used design
was relational scanning. However, the phenomenological design and experimental design were also
used. Another similar finding is that most of the studies employed quantitative methods. Collecting data
with the quantitative method might be easier and this may be the reason for being preferred in most of
the studies.

In the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period, the majority of the
participants were children, which is not surprising since the aim of this study is to examine the
postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period. Also, there were two studies that
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included teachers. However, the number of studies that included families, teachers and children
together was limited. The reason why teachers and families were included in the study might be that
they are often considered sources of information. This result is in line with the findings of Ozkardes
(2012a)'s study on the subject.

Multi-purpose sampling was used in determining the samples of the graduate studies on
learning disabilities in the preschool period. In addition, there were also studies in which the random
sampling method and the simple random sampling method were preferred. It is thought that the use of
the purposive sampling method may have been preferred more often since the studies were conducted
with participants with certain characteristics. Since the studies examined are related to the preschool
period and the subjects examined are very important and sensitive, using purposive sampling might be
seen as a better option.

In the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period, scales were the most
preferred data collection tool and interviews were also used in two studies. The most used method in
the studies is the quantitative method and the most used data collection tool is the scale, which is
supported by Ozkardes (2012a)'s results.

Most of the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period are done at the
Institute of educational sciences followed by the Institute of Sciences, the Institute of Educational
Sciences, the Institute of health sciences, and the Faculty of Medicine, respectively. This might be due to
the fact that the postgraduate programs in preschool education and special education are often part of
the institutions of education.

The highest number of postgraduate studies (n=3) on learning disabilities in the preschool
period was at the Department of Special Education and the Department of Basic Education, There was
only one study in the Department of Family Health, the Department of Art Design, and Child and
Adolescent Mental Health. It has been observed that 3 postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in
the preschool period were carried out in the Preschool Department, 2 in the Department of Education
for the Mentally Handicapped, and 1 study in each of the Department of Education for the Mentally
Handicapped, Mother Child Health and Art and Design. The fact that the studies were carried out in the
Preschool and Education for the Intellectually Disabled Departments is thought to be a situation that
needs to be intervened in the early years, so it should be focused on, especially in the preschool period.

Postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period aimed to determine the
views on learning disabilities, develop a scale about learning disabilities, examine the effects of music
on mental development, learning, and cognitive performance at preschool and school age, and 5-6 years
old children at risk of special learning disability. Some studies aimed to examine the effectiveness of an
early intervention education program, to determine the incidence and symptoms of specific learning
disabilities, and to examine the learning disability.

It has been observed that the highest number of participants in the postgraduate studies on
learning disabilities in preschool were 5-6 years old children. Because the subject examined is limited
to preschool, the participants are most 5-6 years old children, which is in line with the results of Ari,
Yikmis, and Ozokgu (2019)'s studies on the subject.

In the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period, the number of female
participants was higher than the number of male participants. This result supports the findings of Ari,

453



Analysis of postgraduate studies on learning .... Ugar, S., & Duman, G.

Yikmis, and Ozokgu (2019) It is not surprising because the number of female professionals working with
special children and preschool children is higher than males.

In the postgraduate studies on learning disabilities in the preschool period, the phrase “learning
disability” was used 5 studies. It has been observed that learning disability has been used
interchangeably with “specific learning disability”, “specific learning disability”, “specific learning
disability”, and “specific learning disorder” in other studies. The result of the most common use of
learning disability in this study and the results of Ozkardes (2012a)'s study on the subject show

parallelism.

A review of the literature has shown that the number of postgraduate studies on learning
disabilities in the preschool period is quite limited. It is very important to increase the number of studies
on learning difficulties in the preschool period, which can be expressed as the most important and
critical period of life, where early intervention matters most.

Recommendations

1. Further studies can be done with teachers who play a key role in education. They might help
teachers take a more active role in the process by designing and implementing training programs that
can support teachers' development on the subject.

2. The literature shows that most studies on learning disabilities focus on language development
and cognitive development. Future studies might consider motor development, self-care skills, and
social-emotional development, which are other developmental areas of children. In this way, doing
holistic studies will help families with children with learning disabilities, teachers who have a student
with learning difficulties in their class, and anyone else related to the subject with the opportunity to
obtain more detailed information, helping them to make healthier decisions.

3. It is known that the first diagnosis of a learning disability is mostly made in the first and
following grades. For this reason, the student may experience more difficulties if they do not receive a
diagnosis as early as possible. Especially in the preschool period, activities that will inform the
individuals living in society about learning disabilities in the first years of life should be planned and
implemented. In this way, community members might gain awareness and consciousness of learning
disabilities.

454



Tiirk Akademik Yayinlar Dergisi (TAY Journal), 2023, 7(2), 443-461

References

Acikgoz, G. (2019). Ogrenme giicliigii risk grubunda olan anasmnifi cocuklarimn ézelliklerinin aile ve égretmen
gériislerine gére belirlenmesi [Determination of the characteristics of kindergarten children in the risk
group with learning disabilities according to the views of the parents and teachers]. (Tez No. 590555).
[Master Thesis, Gazi University], National Thesis Center.

Ari, A, Yikmus, A, & Ozokgu, 0. (2019). Ogrenme giicliigii ile ilgili Tiirkiye’de deneysel olarak yapilmis tezlerin
incelenmesi [Examination of experimental theses about learning disability in Turkey]. Kastamonu
Education Journal, 27(6), 2559-2568. D0i:10.24106 /kefdergi.3445

Aslan, K. (2015). Ozgiil 6grenme giicliigiiniin erken dénem belirtileri ve erken miidahale uygulamalarina dair
derleme [Review of early symptoms of specific learning disabilities and early intervention practices].
Hacettepe University Journal of Health Sciences, 3rd National Congress of Child Development and
Education (International Participations) (Congress Book), 577-588.

Aydemir Pak, Y. (2018, May 11-13). Ogrenme giicliigii: Yeni mezun okuldncesi dgretmenlerinin gériislerinin
incelenmesi [Learning disabilities: examination of new graduate preschool teachers' views]. (Tez No.
515512). [Master Thesis, Anadolu University], National Thesis Center.

Buyiikoztirk, S., Kilic Cakmak, E., Akgiin, 0.E., Karadeniz, S., & Demirel, F. (2014). Bilimsel arastirma yéntemleri
[Scientific research methods]. Pegem.

Cetin Kazak, V. (2019). Okul éncesi dénemdeki 5-6 yas grubundaki ¢cocuklarin 6zgiil 6grenme giicliigii belirti tarama
calismasi. [Symptom screening study of specific learning disability of children aged 5-6 in preschool period].
(Tez No. 568923). [Master Thesis, istanbul University], National Thesis Center.

Demir, B. (2005). Okuléncesi ve ilkégretim birinci sinifa devam eden dgrencilerde 6zel égrenme giicliigiiniin
belirlenmesi. [Determination of special learning difficulties in preschool and primary school students].
(Tez No. 188756). [Master Thesis, Marmara University], National Thesis Center.

Deveci, M., & Kog, E. (2020). Ogrenme gii¢liigii konusunda yayinlanmis makalelerin karsilastirmali olarak
incelenmesi, WOS ve TR Dizin 6rnegi. [Comparative analysis of published articles on learning disability,
WOS and TR Index example]. Journal of Human and Social Sciences Research, 9(5), 4088-4120.
http://www.itobiad.com/tr/pub/issue/57287 /774509

Dogan, H. (2012). Ozel égrenme giicliigii riski tasiyan 5-6 yas cocuklari icin uygulanan erken miidahale egitim
programinin etkisinin incelenmesi [Investigation of the effect of the early intervention education program
for 5-6 years old children at risk of special learning disability]. (Tez No. 319492). [Doctoral dissertation,
Marmara University], National Thesis Center.

Ertas, H. C. (2022). Okul éncesi égretmenlerin dgrenme giicliigiine iliskin bilgi diizeylerinin belirlenmesi
[Determination of preschool teachers' knowledge levels on learning disabilities]. (Tez No. 726142).
[Master Thesis, Trakya University], National Thesis Center.

Goktas, Y., Kiiciik, S., Aydemir, M., Tellj, E., Arpacik, O., Yildirim, G., & Reisoglu, . (2012). Educational technology
research trends in Turkey: A content analysis of the 2000-2009 decade. Educational Sciences: Theory and
Practice, 12(1),191-199.

Gorglin, B., & Melekoglu, M. A. (2019). Tirkiye’'de 6zel 6grenme gli¢liigii alaninda yapilan ¢alismalarin incelenmesi
[Examination of studies in the field of special learning disability in Turkey]. Journal of Sakarya University
Faculty of Education. 9(1), 83-106. doi: 10.19126/suje.456198

Gturel, Y. (2018). Konusma bozuklugu olan/kardeslerinde 6zgiil 6grenme bozuklugu Oykiisti olan okul éncesi
cocuklarin saglikli kontrollerle erken okur-yazarlik test puanlari agisindan karsilastirilmast [Comparison of
preschool children with speech disorder/siblings with a history of specific learning disorder with healthy
controls in terms of early literacy test scores.]. (Tez No.492675). [Thesis in Medicine, Ankara University],
National Thesis Center.

ilker, 0., & Melekoglu, M. A. (2017). ilkégretim déneminde 6zel 6grenme giicligii olan dgrencilerin yazma
becerilerine iliskin ¢alismalarin incelenmesi [Examination of the studies on the writing skills of students
with special learning difficulties in the primary education period]. Ankara University Faculty of Educational
Sciences Journal of Special Education, 18(3), 443-469.

Merriam, S. B. (2013). Nitel arastirma: Desen ve uygulama i¢in bir rehber [Qualitative research: A guide to design
and implementation]. (S. Turan, Trans.; Ed.). Nobel.

455



Analysis of postgraduate studies on learning .... Ugar, S., & Duman, G.

Ministry of National Education (2006). Ozel egitim hizmetleri yénetmeligi. [Special education services regulation].
(MoNE). Access of date: 31.05.2006. Date of numbered: 26184 Official Gazette of the Republic of Turkey.
https://orgm.meb.gov.tr/alt_sayfalar/mevzuat/Ozel_Egitim_Hizmetleri_Yonetmeligi_son.pdf

Oral, E. (2017). 60-72 aylik ¢ocuklar icin 6zgiil dgrenme bozuklugu tarama élgceginin gelistirilmesi [Development of
a specific learning disorder screening scale for 60-72 months-old children]. (Tez No. 487429). [Master
Thesis, Okan University], National Thesis Center.

Ozbey, E. (2010). Okul éncesi 6 yas grubu cocuklarimn éGrenme performanslarinin artirlmasinda miizik egitiminin
bilissel siireclerde etkisinin incelenmesi [Investigation of the effect of music education on cognitive
processes in increasing the learning performance of preschool 6-year-old children]. (Tez No. 263684).
[Master Thesis, Yildiz Technical University], National Thesis Center.

Ozkardes, 0. G. (2012a). Tiirkiye'de 6zel égrenme giicliigiine iliskin yapilan arastirmalarin betimsel analizi
[Descriptive analysis of research on specific learning disabilities in Turkey]. Bogazi¢i University Journal of
Education, 30(2), 123-153.

Ozkardes, 0. G. (2012b). Tiirkiye’de 6zel égrenme giicliigiine iliskin yapilan uygulamalar. [Practices related to
special learning disabilities in Turkey]. Istanbul Commerce University Journal of Social Sciences, 11(21), 25-
38.

Strengthening the Vocational Education and Training System Project (2014). Cocuk gelisimi ve egitimi: Ojrenme
glicliigii. [Child development and education: Learning disability]. MEGEP. Access of date: 14.06.2021.
http://www.megep.meb.gov.tr/mte_program_modul/moduller_pdf/%C3%96%C4%9Frenme%20G

%C3%BC%C3%A71%C3%BC%C4%9F%C3%BC.pdf

456


http://www.megep.meb.gov.tr/mte_program_modul/moduller_pdf/%C3%96%C4%9Frenme%20G%C3%BC%C3%A7l%C3%BC%C4%9F%C3%BC.pdf
http://www.megep.meb.gov.tr/mte_program_modul/moduller_pdf/%C3%96%C4%9Frenme%20G%C3%BC%C3%A7l%C3%BC%C4%9F%C3%BC.pdf

Tiirk Akademik Yayinlar Dergisi (TAY Journal), 2023, 7(2), 443-461

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES
Contribution Rate of Researchers
Author 1: 50%
Author 2: 50%
Conflict Statement

There is no conflict of interest in the research.

457



Analysis of postgraduate studies on learning .... Ugar, S., & Duman, G.

Genisletilmis Tiirkce Ozet

http://www.tayjournal.com

https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/tayjournal

Okul Oncesi Donemde Ogrenme Giigliigii ile ilgili Yapilan
Lisansiistii Calismalarin Incelenmesi

Giris

Okul oncesi donemde fark edilemeyen o6grenme gilg¢liigli cocugun akademik hayatinda
akranlarina nazaran anlaml farklilik géstermekte ve cocugun gerilik géstermesine de neden olabilecek
sonuglar dogurmaktadir. Ogrenme giicliigii ile ilgili uluslararas: alanda yapilan calismalar, 6grenme
glcligii yetiskinlikte fark edilen bireylerin uzun yillar boyunca 06grenme giicliigii yasadigini
gostermistir (Rodis, Garrot & Boscardin, 2001'den akt. Akdemir, 2018). Bu nedenle 6grenme
glicliigiiniin erken yaslarda fark edilmesi ve buna gore 6nlemler alinmasi ile bu bireylerin bu sorunlarim
uzun yillar yasamalari onlenebilir veya minimize edilebilir. Bunun i¢in de okul 6ncesi donem oldukg¢a
Onem arz etmektedir.

Literatir incelendiginde o6grenme giicliglinii konu edinen c¢alismalarin incelendigi
arastirmalarin yapilmis oldugu goriilmektedir. Deveci ve Kog¢ (2020) yapmis olduklari ¢alismada,
o0grenme gicligii ile ilgili 2015-2019 wyillar dahil olmak {izere bu yillarda yayinlanan ulusal ve
uluslararasi makaleleri karsilastirmali olarak incelenmislerdir. Ar1, Yikmis ve Ozokcu (2019) tarafindan
yapilan ¢alismada, 6grenme giicliigiinii konu edinen Tiirkiye’de deneysel olarak yapilmis olan tezler
incelenmistir. Ozkardes (2012a) tarafindan yapilan calismada, Tiirkiye’de 6zel 6grenme giigliigii ile ilgili
yapilan calismalarin betimsel analizi yapilmistir. Ozkardes (2012b) tarafindan yapilan calisma,
Turkiye’'de 6zel 6grenme glicliigline yonelik yapilan uygulamalarin degerlendirilmesi ve bu uygulamalar
is18inda yapilmas1 gerekenlerin neler olabileceginin belirlenmesi amaciyla yapilmistir. ilker ve
Melekoglu (2017) tarafindan yapilan ¢alisma, ilkokul caginda 6grenme gii¢liigii bulunan 6grencilerin
yazmaya yonelik becerileriyle ilgili calismalarin incelenmesi amaciyla yapilmistir. Gorgiin ve Melekoglu
(2019) tarafindan yapilan arastirma ise, Ttlrkiye’'de 6zel 68renme giicliigii ile ilgili yapilan calismalarin
incelenmesi amaciyla gerceklestirilmistir.
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Okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme giicliigiinii konu edinen lisansiistli ¢alismalarin incelendigi bir
calismaya rastlanmamistir. Okul 6ncesi donemde Ogrenme gili¢ligliinii konu edinen lisansiistii
calismalarin kapsaml bir sekilde incelenmesi alanda yer alan bu boslugu doldurmasi ve bundan sonra
konu ile ilgili yapilacak calismalara da yon vermesi agisindan énem arz etmektedir.

Yontem

Bu arastirmada, okul dncesi donemde 6grenme gii¢liigii ile ilgili yapilan lisanstistii ¢alismalar
tarama modellerinden biri olan betimsel arastirma deseni ile incelenmistir. Tarama modeli kullanilarak
yapilan arastirmalarda amag, arastirmanin yer aldig1 durumun betimlenmesidir (Akgiin, Biiyiikoztiirk,
Demirel, Karadeniz ve Kili¢ Cakmak, 2015). Okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme gli¢liigiinii konu edinen
lisansiistii ¢calismalarin incelenmesi amaciyla dokiiman analizi tekniginden yararlanilmistir. Dokiiman
analizi tekniginde belirlenen konular ile ilgili materyaller incelenir (Merriam, 2013).

Bu arastirmanin dékiimanlarinin belirlenmesinde okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme giicliigl ile
ilgili yapilmis lisansiistii calismalarin tam metin erisime acik olmasi ve Tiirkce dilinde yazilmasi kriter
alinmustir. Incelenecek c¢alismalarin hangi yillar arasinda olacag: ile ilgili herhangi bir sinirlama
belirlenmemistir. Okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme giicliigii ile ilgili yapilmis olan biitiin lisansiistii
calismalar dahil edilmis ve ilk calismanin yapildig1 2005 yilindan Agustos-2022 tarihine kadar yapilan
biitiin calismalar incelenmistir. incelenecek ¢alismalarin belirlenmesi amaciyla Yiiksek Ogretim Kurulu

RN TR AN TN

Tez Merkezinin web sayfasinda “6grenme giicliigii”, “6zgiil 6grenme giicligii”, “6zel 6grenme giicligl”,
“0grenme bozuklugu”, “6zgiill 6greneme bozuklugu” ve “okul oOncesi”, “ana sinifi/okulu” anahtar
kelimeler yazilarak tarama yapilmistir. Tarama sonrasinda belirtilen kriterlere uyan toplam 9 lisanstistii

¢alismaya ulasilmistir.
Bulgular

Okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme giicliigiinii konu edinen lisansiistii ¢alismalarin {liniversitelere
gore dagilimlar1 incelendiginde, okul o6ncesi dénemde 6grenme glgligi ile yapilan lisansiisti
calismalarin 8 tniversitede yapildig1 goriilmektedir. Okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme gii¢cliigi ile ilgili
yapilan calismalarin en fazla Marmara Universitesinde (n=2) yapildig, Gazi Universitesi, Anadolu
Universitesi, Ankara Universitesi, Trakya Universitesi, istanbul Universitesi, Okan Universitesi ve Yildiz
Teknik Universitesi'nde ise birer calisma yapildig1 goriilmektedir. Okul éncesi dénemde 6grenme
glclugi ile ilgili ilk lisanstistii ¢alismanin 2005 yilinda yapildigi gorilmektedir. Okul éncesi donemde
o6grenme giicliiglinii konu edinen lisanstistii calismalarin en fazla (n=2) 2018 ve 2019 yillarinda yapilmis
oldugu goriilmektedir. Konu ile ilgili 2005, 2010, 2012, 2017 ve 2022 yillarinda da birer ¢alismanin
yapildigi tespit edilmistir.

Yapilan lisansiistii calismalarin nicel (n=7) agirlikli oldugu, nicel ¢alismalardan 5 tanesi yiiksek
lisans diizeyinde oldugu, doktora diizeyinde 1 tane ve tipta uzmanlik tezi olarak da 1 tezin yapilmis
oldugu goriilmektedir. Konu ile ilgili yapilan lisansiistii calismalarda nitel yontemin kullanildigi 2
¢alismanin oldugu ve bu calismalarin da yiiksek lisans diizeyinde oldugu goriilmektedir. Lisansiistii
calismalarda en fazla kullanilan desenin iligkisel tarama deseni (n=6) oldugu, fenomonolojik desen
(n=2) ve deneysel desenin (n=2) de kullanilmis oldugu goriilmektedir. Lisanstistii calismalarin 4’tinde
orneklemlerin ¢ocuklardan olustugu, aileler, 6gretmenler ve ¢ocuklarin 1 ¢alismada, 6gretmenlerin 1
calismada, aileler ve 6gretmenlerin 2 ¢calismada ve ¢ocuklar ve ailelerin de 1 calismada yer aldiklarn
gorilmektedir. Lisansilistii calismalarin oOrneklemlerinin belirlenmesinde 5 ¢alismada amach
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ornekleme, random(rastgele) ve basit sec¢kisiz 6rnekleme yonteminin tercih edilmis oldugu 2’ser
calismanin oldugu goriilmektedir.

Okul oncesi donemde 68renme gii¢liigiinii konu edinen lisansiistii ¢alismalarda verilerin
toplanmasinda en c¢ok 6lgek (n=7) tercih edilmis oldugu, ayrica 2 ¢alismada ise goriisme sorularinin
kullanildig1 goriilmektedir. Konu ile ilgili yapilmis olan lisansiistii ¢calismalarin en ¢cok egitim bilimleri
enstitlisiinde (n=4) yapildigi, egitim bilimleri enstitiisiinden sonra en ¢ok calismanin yapildig1 sosyal
bilimler enstitiisiiniin (n=3) geldigi, yapilan diger ¢alismalarin ise saglik bilimleri enstitiisii (n=1) ve tip
fakiiltesinde (n=1) yapilmis oldugu goriilmektedir.

Yapilan lisansiistii ¢cahsmalarin Ozel Egitim Anabilim dalinda 3 tane oldugu, Temel Egitim
Anabilim dalinda 3 tane, Aile Saglig1 Anabilim dalinda 1 tane, Sanat Tasarimi ve Ana Sanat Dalinda 1 tane
ve Cocuk ve Ergen Ruh Saghgi ve Hastaliklari Anabilim dalinda 1 tane olacak sekilde dagildig:
goriilmektedir. Okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme giicliiglinii konu edinen lisansiistii ¢alismalarin 3
tanesinin Okul Oncesi Bilim Dalinda, 2 tanesinin Zihinsel Engelliler Ogretmenligi Bilim Dalinda yapildigy,
Zihinsel Engelliler Egitimi Bilim Dali, Ana Cocuk Saglig1 ve Sanat ve Tasarim Bilim Dallarinda 1 er tane
c¢alismanin yapildig1 tespit edilmistir. Okul oncesi donemde oOgrenme glicliigiinii konu edinen
calismalarin 4 tanesinde katilimcilarin yas araliginin 5-6 yas oldugu goriilmektedir. Yapilan
calismalarda yas araliginin 24 ve ust oldugu 2 calismanin oldugu goérilmektedir. Yapilan diger
calismalarda ise 6, 4-5 ve 5-7 yas gruplarinda katilimcilarin yer aldig1 1’er ¢alismanin oldugu tespit
edilmistir. Lisansiistii calgmalarda 6grenme giicliigii 5 calismada aym sekilde kullanilmistir. Ogrenme
glcligiiniin 1 ¢calismada 6zel 6grenme giicliigii, 1 calismada 6zgiil 6grenme giicliigli, 1 calismada 6zel
o6grenme bozuklugu ve bir calismada da 6zgiil 6grenme bozuklugu olarak kullanildig1 goriilmektedir.

Tartisma ve Sonug

Okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme giicliigii ile ilgili yapilan lisansiistii ¢alismalarin 8 liniversitede
yapildig1 gorilmiistiir. Okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme giicligi ile ilgili ilk lisansiistl ¢alismanin 2005
yilinda yapildigi tespit edilmistir. Okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme giigliigii ile ilgili lisansiistii calismalarin
en fazla 2018 ve 2019 yillarinda yapilmis oldugu tespit edilmistir. Okul 6ncesi déonemde 6grenme
glicliigiinii konu edinen lisansiistii calismalarin nicel agirlikli oldugu, nicel ¢alismalardan 5 tanesi yiiksek
lisans diizeyinde oldugu, doktora diizeyinde 1 tane ve tipta uzmanlik tezi olarak 1 tezin yapilmis oldugu
gorilmiistiir. Yapilan 2 g¢alismanin nitel yontemde yapildigi ve bu calismalarin da yiiksek lisans
diizeyinde oldugu goriilmiistiir. Bu ¢alismada ulasilan konu ile ilgili en ¢ok ¢alismanin yiiksek lisans
diizeyinde olmus olmasi sonucu ile doktora diizeyinde ve tipta uzmanlik diizeyinde yapilan lisansiistii
calismalarin sayisinin daha az olmasi sonucu ile Ozkardes ‘in (2012a) ve Ari, Yikmis ve Ozokcu ‘nun
(2019) konu ile ilgili yapmis olduklar1 ¢alismalardaki sonuglari ile paralellik gostermektedir.

Okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme giicliigii ile ilgili yapilan lisanststii calismalarda en fazla
kullanilan desenin iliskisel tarama deseni oldugu, fenomonolojik desen ve deneysel desenin de
kullanilmis oldugu goriilmiistiir. Okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme gligligii ile ilgili yapilan lisansiistii
calismalarda 6rneklemlerin ¢ogunlugunun ¢ocuklardan olustugu goriilmiistiir. Bu calismada ulasilan
sonug ile Ozkardes ‘in (2012a) konu ile ilgili yapmis oldugu c¢alismasindaki sonuclar paralellik
gostermektedir.

Okul oncesi donemde 6grenme giicliigii ile ilgili yapilan lisansiistii ¢alismalarda verilerin
toplanmasinda en ¢ok oOlcek tercih edildigi, verilerin toplanmasinda iki calismada da goérliisme
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kullanildig1 goriilmiistiir. Bu ¢alismada ulasilan sonuc ile Ozkardes ‘in (2012a) konu ile ilgili yapmis
oldugu calismasindaki sonuglar paralellik gostermektedir. Okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme giicligii ile
ilgili yapilan lisansiistii calismalarin en cok egitim bilimleri enstitiisiinde yapildigi, egitim bilimleri
enstitliisiinden sonra bilimler enstitiisiiniin geldigi, yapilan diger calismalarin ise saglik bilimleri
enstitiisi ve tip fakiiltesinde yapilmis oldugu gorilmiistiir.

Okul éncesi donemde 6grenme giicliigii ile ilgili yapilan lisansiistii ¢alismalarin Ozel Egitim
anabilim dalinda 3 tane ile en fazla oldugu goriilmiistiir. Okul 6ncesi donemde 6grenme gii¢liigii ile ilgili
yapilan lisansiistii calismalarin Okul Oncesi Bilim Dalinda 3 tane, Zihinsel Engelliler Ogretmenligi Bilim
Dalinda 2 tane yapildigi, Zihinsel Engelliler Egitimi Bilim Dali, Ana Cocuk Saglig1 ve Sanat ve Tasarim
Bilim Dallarinda 1 er tane g¢alismanin yapildig1 goriilmustiir. Literatiir incelendiginde okul 6ncesi
donemde 6grenme glicliigii ile ilgili yapilmis olan lisans iistii ¢calismalarin oldukga sinirh sayida oldugu
gorilmiistiir. Hayatin en 6nemli ve kritik donemi olarak ifade edilebilen okul 6ncesi donemde, 6§renme
glicligiinii konu alan calismalarin sayisinin arttirilmasi bu problemi yasayan 6grencilerin erken
dénemde tespit edilmesi ve buna goére Onleyici 6nlemler alinmasi agisindan olduk¢ca 6nem arz
etmektedir.

Oneriler

1. Yapilan calismalar incelendiginde cogunlukla dil gelisimi ve bilissel gelisime ydnelik
calismalarin yapilmis oldugu goriilmektedir. Cocuklarin diger gelisim alanlar1 olan motor
gelisim, 6zbakim becerileri ve sosyal duygusal gelisime yonelik 6grenme giicliigi ile ilgili
calismalar yapilabilir.

2. Ozellikle okul éncesi donemde 6grenme giicliigii ile ilgili hayatin ilk yillarinda toplumda
yasayan bireylerin bilgilenmelerini saglayacak faaliyetlerin planlanarak uygulanmasi
saglanmalidir. Bu sekilde toplumun her kesiminden bireylerin konu ile ilgili daha duyarl ve
bilingli davranislar sergilemeleri noktasinda katki saglanmis olunabilir.
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